
Meet our internationally renouned band teacher/director.....  
 

Mr. Rowe 
                             

                             

  And his extraordinarly talented 
band.....  

  Through the fearless leadership 
of Mr. Rowe, his bands 
have  played for a few of the most 
prominent figures in the world.  

 Among his great audiences are the Queen of England and President George 
Bush.  
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Meet Mr. Rowe  
        In the history of the world, only two great people have been born on 
Christmas Eve: Jesus Christ, our Lord and savior; and, of course, Mr. Rowe, our 
band teacher. Though born 2000 years and 6000 miles apart, these two are nearly 
equal in greatness.  
       Jeff Rowe was born in 1956 in Rockford, Illinois where the rest of his family 
still lives today.  He was a cute little tike who loved his doughnuts.  While going to 
school in Rockford, his first instrument, and always favorite, was the 
trombone.  After high school, Mr. Rowe attended Milton College and majored in 
music.  It was a tough decision for him.  He could not decide to go into music or 
pursue his childhood dreamÖÖ. Driving a garbage truck.  Finally he realized that 
not just anyone can be a garbage man, so he settled for band.  His first teaching 
job was in Kyle, Saskatchewan, where he was a substitute teacher.  He then 
moved to Kindersley schools where he played for the Queen.  After five years, he 
moved to Edgerton, WI where he was the captain of an all female drum and bugle 
corp.  After one of year of that, he came to Durand where he has been teaching 
band for the last twelve years.  He lives in a house with his wife Julie and, before 
they moved out, his two daughters, Tianna and Andrea. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 Mr. Rowe Plays for    President Bush  

       It was a cool Halloween night in 1993.  President George Bush was making 
whistle stop tour arriving in several different Wisconsin cities.  This train was 
bound for Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin.  Here the Durand High School Marching 
Band under the direction of Mr. Jeff Rowe would play for the President of the 
United States.  
      It was a Tuesday afternoon when Mr. Rowe got word of the opportunity to 



play at this prestigious event.  After getting input from some of the kids is was 
agreed that the band would play.  They spent the remainder of the week 
practicing for the performance.  
       Now came the big day.  It was a Saturday and the kids had given up their 
Halloweenís eve to play.  Diane Glaus transported the instruments to Chippewa 
Falls were they were sniffed dog by guard dogs.  When the kids arrived they all 
were frisked.  After that all was clear for the President.  From six until eight 
everyone eagerly awaited the arrival of the President.  Finally, he showed up.  
        In addition to Durand, Bloomer and Regis were also there to play.  To begin 
Bloomer and Regis played.  To finish off the show was Durand.  They played Stars 
and Stripes Forever, while fireworks amazed the crowd.  Among the travelers on 
the train in addition to Bush were Tommy Thompson and the rest of the 
Republican Party.  It will be an event Mr. Rowe will never forget 

 

     

     



     

  Mr. Rowe Plays for the Queen of England  

        How many high school band teachers do you know that have played for the 
Queen of England?  Well, our great Mr. Rowe has. His story begins in 1987.  
       On a normal day of teaching elementary band in the Kindersley school district 
in Saskatchewan, Canada, Jeff Rowe received a phone call from the 
superintendent.  He told Mr. Rowe that as the new school had just been built, he 
thought that the Queen, who happened to be on a tour of Canada at the time, 
she should dedicate it.  If his plan followed through, he wanted Mr. Roweís band 
to play for her.  Jeff said he would like to play for Queen Elizabeth, and on 
October 20, 1987, she arrived.   There were three bands present at the 
dedication: a neighboring townís elementary band, who greeted her; the 
Westbury High School band, who played during her tour; and Mr. Roweís band, 
who met her in the back of the school.  All 1300 of the kids in the school district 
were seated around the school for the Queen to observe.  As she got to back of 
the school, our band teacher struck up his band.  Elizabeth acknowledged him 
with a stately wave and Mr. Rowe responded with the characteristically relaxed 
nod of the head.  As Mr. Rowe's wife forgot to bring the camera, the only 
momentum he has of the incident is a second generation copy of her and Prince 
Philips signature. 



 

Pictures of the Band 

  

  



  

  


